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ST. PETERSBURG –
The City of St. Petersburg sponsored the first
Father and Son Conference last Saturday, Jan
21 at the Campbell Park
Recreation Center. The
six-hour conference discussed topics such as
self-empowerment, overcoming the cycle, understand yourself and the
importance of education.
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Campbell Park Recreation Center Supervisor
Carlos Daniels felt that a
day of empowering men
to become better fathers,
sons and husbands was
drastically needed in the
community.
“It was something that
we needed to try to get the
fathers and sons together
so we can get these kids
on the right track,” he said.
With more than 175
Daniels
participants,
hopes next year’s num-

bers will be a lot stronger,
but felt it was a great start.
The recreation center
puts on many conferences throughout the
year, but this is the first
one to focus on boys and
fathers. Daniels’ goal is to
incorporate more informational sessions for
men. He’s even planning
a health fair in the coming months that will focus
on the needs of males.
Daniels selected a
panel of expert speakers

to get both fathers and
sons motivated. In four
breakout sessions, each
speaker conducted a halfhour seminar.
Motivational speaker
and life coach Dederick
Woodard spoke on the
need for young people to
find someone they can
count on and pull resources from, such as a
parent, mentor, coach or
teacher.
See CONFERENCE, page 6
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ST. PETERSBURG –
Interfaith Tampa Bay held
their annual Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Interfaith
Memorial Service Sun.,
Jan 15. Christ Gospel
Church, where Bishop
Preston Leonard tends his
flock, played host to this
year’s service honoring
the life of Dr. King.
Bishop
Preston
Leonard welcomed the
crowd, along with Interfaith Tampa Bay President
Joran Oppelt, who said he
was pleased to witness the
leaders of the various faith
communities in this region working together in

“new and meaningful
ways.”
“It’s been said that
how we do anything is
how we do everything,”
he stated. “And our mission of dialogue and religious
literacy
and
nonviolence is expressed
in the ways that we interact with each other and
the ways that we lead our
individual communities.
This mission of love and
nonviolence toward our
neighbors, toward one another—it’s the same mission to which Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. dedicated
and ultimately gave his
life.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman
gave the greetings and re-

Lumina Youth Choir
minded everyone of one
of Dr. King’s famous
quotes: “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere.”
“We must never assume our work is done,
for the pursuit of justice is

unending,” the mayor
said. “In fact, too often it
seems that as soon as we
take a breath, something
transpires that draws us
back into the fray in order
See SERVICE, page 5

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
American Stage comes full
circle with its production of
“Joe Turner’s Come and
Gone,”
now
running
through Feb. 19. With this
presentation of the August
Wilson play, the St. Pete
theater becomes only one
of a handful of companies
in the world to stage every
installments of the playwright’s famed “Century
Cycle.”
Set in a Pittsburgh
boarding house in 1911,
“Joe Turner’s Come and
Gone” was first staged in
1984 and is chronologically
the second of 10 installments in the epic series,
which sketches the AfricanAmerican
experience
throughout the century.
The drama explores
themes of identity, migration and racial exploitation
as Seth and Bertha Holly
run the boarding house,
which serves as a temporary home to characters
with various backgrounds,
including an eccentric conjurer, a guitar-playing youth
and a mysterious man
searching for his wife.
The characters represent a sort of cross-section
of African Americans in the
early part of the last century, as Seth Holly was
born a free man in the
North while Bynum represents
those
clinging
tightly to their African heritage. In between are those
such as Bertha Holly, a
Christian woman who
will also indulge in traditional African rituals.
USF professor and veteran writer, director and
actor Fanni Green, who
See PLAY, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Jim Crow and the CRA program

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor:
As many of you know,
south St. Petersburg has
been in the process of revitalization for quite some
time. From the unearthing of slaves and pioneers buried in the
historic Moffitt Cemetery,
which is now Tropicana
Field, to the Community
Redevelopment Area initiative or (CRA) program.
These improvement
measures along with
countless of other less
popular initiatives have
yet to benefit local AfricanAmerican residents. Beginning with the latest
improvement measure,
the CRA is a taxpayerfunded initiative that has
yet to benefit the local residents.
application
The
process, for example, is
subject to the scrutiny of
nonresident administrators who aim to disburse
tax funds based on a set
criterion, which includes
terms such as “top tier applicants” and “grant scoring system.”
These terms—though
standard and even systemic to private entities
such as banks and loan
companies who seek the
best possible investment
for a greater return—are
no way inclusive to residents who actually fund
the program. In fact, these
terms have a history of
excluding minority investors and citizens who
apply for loans, credit
cards and jobs in many
cases.
The grant process of
the CRA has been designed to exclude the
most needy tax paying
resident of south St. Pete.
For example, if all you
have is an occupational license or any license that
qualifies you to work independently and you live
within the CRA district—
which means you pay
taxes into the program—
you still do not qualify for
CRA grant funding to

Dear Editor,
Don’t blame Walmart
Redevelopment and
community redevelopment
has taken on various
names and models within
south St. Petersburg.
While I am certain that the
consultants, elected officials and community folks
have been well-intentioned,
the results have been the
same:
These planning
processes have used a
huge amount of public resources with very little sustainable impact on the
residents and businesses
within south St. Petersburg.
Walmart was just another quick fix to the complex socio-economic issues
within Midtown and within
the Southside CRA.
In a 2013 Harvard report titled “Advancing Inclusive and Sustainable
Urban Development: Correcting Planning Failures
and Connecting Communities to Capital,” the authors
identified key deficiencies
that exist within developing
countries that attempt
urban planning. While the
focus of the article is on developing countries, the
findings mirror the deficiencies within urban communities here in America,
and more specifically St.
Petersburg. Examples of
their findings include:
Finding No. 1: Plans
for “slums” seldom situate
them in the context of
broader plans for the urban
region. In the Southside St.
Petersburg CRA plan,
there was no mention of a
specific strategy linking

start your business because you have not been
operational for at least two
years.
Similar in nature is the
home improvement initiative within the program
that stipulates you must
spend $10,000 for repairs
to qualify for the “Rehab
Rebate” initiative within
the CRA.
These discriminatory
measures are similar in
nature to Old South voting requirements during
the Jim Crow era that included a literacy test or a
“guess test” for African
Americans. The guess
test required black people
to guess the amount of
beans that were in a readily displayed jar in order to
vote.
During the Jim Crow
South, it was not enough
that blacks were born tax
paying citizens of the
United States, but they
were subject to unreasonable tests and requirements that were designed
to exclude them from the
voting process, which is
similar in nature to how
the CRA “grant scoring
system or top tier applicants” excludes tax paying residents in the
community who will disproportionally fail to meet
grant qualifications under
the plan.
Typically, when we
think of grant funding we
think in terms of funds allotted to the neediest city,
state or individual with no

requirement to pay back
funds; in fact, the more
“dire” the need, the more
funding is available. However, this is not true with
this CRA grant program,
which awards grants to already successful businesses within the district
and incentivizes multi-million dollar home investors
to gentrify south St. Pete.
As disturbing as these
facts may be, many local
African Americans have
not relied on local, state or
federal funds to maintain
the integrity that they undoubtedly possess. Even
with all the odds stacked
up against black residents, the spirit of perseverance continues to be
evident with every display
of goodwill, kindness and
service to one another.
In spite of every lie,
disappointment
and
scheme that blacks residents have been subjected to, there seems to
be no stopping the
African-American work
ethic or progressive mindset.
Chico Cromartie

and businesses directly
benefitted from the CRA
process. I was repeatedly
told that the goals and objectives were intentionally
broad and general. Staff
went as far as developing a
document that gave credibility to this approach for
the development of the
plan.
Again, while the recommendations within this report
are
aimed
at
developing countries, they
still speak to the types of
strategies that must occur
within urban communities
in America. One recommendation most noteworthy is to invest in training
and nurturing local entrepreneurs who are dedicated to meeting the
market demands of the
“poor” and who will employ
them in their local businesses.
The City of St. Petersburg must cease the practice of pouring public
resources into private businesses as a sole economic
development strategy for
Midtown, Childs Park and
any other economically depressed community within
St. Petersburg.
Maria L. Scruggs, President, St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP

Johnny James Simmons goes home

Rubin ‘Martin’ Robinson
transitions from his earthly home
Former Florida A &
M University Drum
Major and Vietnam veteran was called home to
glory on Jan. 16, the national MLK Holiday.
Rubin “Martin” Robinson was well known for
his energetic spirit and
creative humor. He was a
native of Tampa/St. Petersburg and attended
Gibbs High School class
of 1964 .
Robinson’s mature
leadership and charismatic personality were
impactful during his
reign as drum major of
the
incomparable
“Marching 100.” His
band mates considered
him a strong, steadfast,
no-nonsense leader with
a relentless passion for
music. He also had the
rare ability to impose dis-

Midtown to employment
/business opportunities
within other economic engines within the city.
For example, the Innovation District sits adjacent
to the Midtown community. Nowhere in the Innovative District’s visioning
summary report, nor in the
South side CRA plan is
there a strategy of how residents or businesses within
the CRA could be linked to
employment, educational
or business opportunities
within the Innovation District. The Ocean team
agencies within the district
purport to employing more
than 1,600 people, yet there
is no mention of how residents and businesses
within the CRA could potentially benefit.
Finding No. 2: Community organizations often
are weak and not incorporated into the government’s overall urban
planning process. Some
were incorporated into the
Southside CRA planning
process, but many of those
organizations didn’t have
the membership capacity
or leadership to meet the
demands of the planning
processes.
Finding No. 3: Many
of the government sponsored partnerships fail to
formulate specific strategies to improve or redevelop “slums” in ways that
leave the poor better off.
During the beginning of
the CRA planning process,
I urged city staffers to formulate specific goals and
strategies that were aimed
at ensuring that residents

ciplinary actions with a
smile. Robinson pushed
his band mates to strive
for artistic excellence in
marching and music in
each band performance.
He was the genesis of
Busch Garden’s Moroccan Mystic Sheets band
in the early 1980s. His
legacy looms large in the
hearts and minds of
those he touched along

his life’s journey.
Robinson was preceded in death by his
mother, Selena Robinson and father Titus
Robinson, a pioneer
with the first four St. Petersburg African-American officers in 1949 .
He leaves to cherish
his memory a loving
wife, Ellen Morgane
Robinson,
his
son
William Robinson (Lakendria) and a granddaughter,
Skylar
Robinson. His siblings
Titus Robinson (Carolyn) Detroit; Charlotte
Robinson, Detroit; in
laws Alfredo Moragne,
Tampa; Edward Moragne, Jr. (Corliss) Tallahassee; Elder Artest
Newkirk ( Pastor Dwight
Newkirk) and a host of
relatives and friends.

Johnny James Simmons was born on January 15, 194, at Mercy
Hospital in St. Petersburg
to the late Ruby and Andrew Simmons, Sr. “JJ,” as
he was affectionately
known, passed out of this
life Monday, Jan. 16.
Simmons served his
country proudly in the
U.S. Army as a member of
the 82nd Airborne Infantry and received the
Purple Heart for combat
service in Vietnam. He
was raised up in Queen
Street Church of God In
Christ and attended area
schools.
A member of the Nite
Riders Van Club, Simmons was an accomplished
automobile
mechanic and truck
driver. He loved to race
cars and was known
across the country by his
CB radio handle, the
“Soul Twister.”
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Willie Little, Jr., along
with a host of other
nieces, nephews, cousins,
relatives and friends.
Rest well Soul Twister.
Maa Kheru
Funeral services will
be held Friday, Jan. 27 in
Douglas, Ga. Arrangements will be conducted
by Harrell’s Funeral
Home, 400 E. Cherry St.,
Douglas, Ga. For more
information,
go
to
w w w. h a r r e l l s f u n e r a l home.com
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Simmons made Douglas, Ga., his home,
where he touched many
lives and was a member of
the Everett Chapel CME
Church.
He is preceded in
death by his brother, Andrew Simmons, Jr. and
sisters Rosetta Simmons
and Ruth Jordan. He
leaves to cherish his
memory his loving partner in life Verlette Walters, his sister Alma
Simmons Bell, daughters
Simona “Tina” Simmons
of St. Petersburg, Robin
Thomas and (Baby) Kimberly Green, son, Rev.
Wayne Thomas all of Douglas, grandson, Michael
Anderson, Jr., nephews,
David Davidson, Ricky
Simmons and Craig Jordan, nieces Davida Davidson, Doris Jordan and
Chanique Bell, and close
friends Cleveland Ferguson, Eddie Rodgers and
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COMMUNITY NEWS
I’m still a Democrat

Giving children a boost in reading

BY VITO SHEELEY

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Public Service is a part of
my DNA. My mother was
a social worker; my
grandmother was an educator and my grandfather
a pastor. I was raised to
believe that serving my
community and country
is the most important
calling one can have. I
still believe that today. I
have worked in public
service as outreach coordinator for Congresswoman Kathy Castor,
outreach director for
Charlie Crist’s Congressional Campaign 2016
and until recently as Congressman Charlie Crist’s
district director. My passion is to see that others
have the same opportunities that I have been
given.
Many have and will
continue to question my
reason for leaving Congressman Crist. That is
an answer that will remain between Charlie
Crist and me. My service
to my community outweighs any political party
or title. You see, for me, I
don’t see Democrat or
Republican, I see people.
I see children not receiving a quality education, I
see poverty, I see families

searching for job security
and a better way to provide.
I recognize the injustice within our Justice
System; I’m appalled at
witnessing our voting
rights being stripped
away to benefit those in
power or those who
would like to remain in
power. These reasons
and more are the reasons
why I fight for a solution.
I will be working with
David Jolly to continue
policy work locally regarding education, veterans, urban affairs and
other Pinellas priorities.
I respect David Jolly. I
respect his service to his
community and country.
We both share a common
belief: we love this community. David Jolly respects my Democratic

views and together I believe we can bring balance to our divided
country.
In these days and
times, we as a nation have
forgotten what is important. What is important is
“treating others as one
would wish to be
treated.” This is the
Golden Rule. As I continue this journey, I will
fight for what I believe is
important. That is “you,”
the people; the people of
Pinellas County, Democrat or Republican, your
voice matters. We face serious issues and together
we can overcome.
I would like to thank
everyone who supported
me in this past week.
Your overwhelming encouragement has meant
a lot to my family and me.

AAG ’75 to host 15th annual
Old School Dance
ST. PETERSBURG —
The African American
Graduates of 1975, Inc.
(AAG ’75) invites the community to come out to
party and celebrate with
them at their 15th annual
Old School Dance, which
is their oldest annual
fundraiser.
Held around Valentine’s Day each year when
love is in the air, the dance
raises funds for various
community service projects adopted by the organization.
The 2017 fete is sure to
be another very successful
event with the continued
support of the community.
It will be held Saturday,
Feb. 18 from 7-11 p.m. at
the Staybridge Suites, 940
5th Ave. S, St. Petersburg.
Partygoers will shake
a tail feather to music is by
Jay G Entertainment, and

Members of AAG ’75 partying the night away
at last year’s Old School Dance.
free hors d’oeuvres for
early arrivers or until
gone. The cost is $25 in
advance or $30 at the door,
if not sold out. Tickets can
be purchased at Sports
Cuts, 3166-18th Ave. S, by
contacting an AAG ’75
classmate or Ralph Ferguson at (727) 328-8605.
The AAG ’75 is a nonprofit organization comprised of students who
were in the seventh grade

at 16th Street or Southside
Junior High Schools during the 1969-70 school
year, and scheduled to
graduate from high school
in 1975.
Classmates are encouraged to like the
AAG
’75
Facebook
page
or
logon
to
www.theaag1975.com for
the latest updates. The
AAG ‘75 Class president is
Sandra Fletcher.

City and county challenges
Dear Editor:
The south St. Petersburg community over the
past year and half has witnessed the closure of the
Walgreens on MLK Street
and 22nd Avenue South, the
Manhattan Casino/Sylvia
Restaurant complex on the
22nd Street Commercial
Corridor and now the impending Walmart Supermarket Midtown store
closure on March 3 at the
Tangerine Shopping Center.
While Walgreens and
Walmart store closures are
a national trend of big box
retailers nationwide, the closure of neighborhood retail
stores in the south St. Petersburg community is a recurring economic paradigm
where weak sales performances coupled with competition from on-line retail
sales and the loss of neighborhood jobs has left low-income
neighborhoods
without essential services
and products, especially access to healthy, affordable
foods.
The challenges and opportunities for the City of St.
Petersburg and Pinellas
County are to aggressively
seek out new innovative
public/ private partnerships
that will accelerate the redevelopment and revitalization
of the commercial corridors

ST. PETERSBURG —
Since last year, the Winning
Reading Boost program has
been growing in schools
throughout the area, and is
now holding a volunteer fair
to recruit adults who want
to make a difference in the
lives of young students. The
fair will take place at 6
p.m. Jan. 30 at Greater Mt.
Zion A.M.E. Church, 1045
The Winning Reading Boost program fair will take
16th St. S.
The program incorpo- place Jan. 30 at 6 p.m. at Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.
rates the research-based
Church, 1045 16th St. S.
principles of reading instruction, including phono- through the reading pro- cation is necessary to be a
awareness, gram, and Martin said the volunteer in the program,
logical
systematic and explicit teachers have seen a posi- Martin pointed out, as the
phonics instruction, fluency tive difference in the young program provides an orienand oral reading skills readers, who learn from en- tation process for them.
“They just need to be
through its use of a multi- gaging with music, songs,
sensory, multimodal ap- games, charts and appeal- someone who likes chiling stories. Of the hour-long dren, someone who has paproach.
In addition to area ele- segments, the first 15 min- tience,” he said.
Martin believes that
mentary schools such as utes involve repetitive, enMelrose and Lakewood, the gaging songs while the reading is one of the keys to
program is now underway remaining time is spent ap- a successful life, and pointed
at Fairmount Park and Mid- plying what the children out that a large number of
town Academy. Initially for have learned in the audio-vi- men and women in the
prison system, especially
third and fourth graders, sual segment.
“You can either dance those of color, have reading
Winning Reading Boost
now includes second with the child in terms of deficiencies.
“Their reading was not
graders in Pinellas County. teaching or you can wrestle
“We have acquired two with them,” Martin re- comprehensive enough that
additional schools, 75 new marked. “Dancing is much they could fill out a job application,” he said. “If you can’t
students and we have more preferable.”
He stressed that volun- fill out a job application, you
added seven new teachers,”
said James Martin, commu- teers are the key to the pro- can’t apply for a job.”
If you are not one who
nity engagement coordina- gram’s success because the
tor at the University of children are able to re- has learned to read well,
Florida. “We are currently ceive one on one service Martin said, then your opserving 101 students. There and attention to each stu- tions in life are going to be
“significantly altered.”
are a total of seven separate dent.
“If we have enough vol“We believe that when
programs in St. Petersburg
and we have four new pro- unteers,” Martin noted, “we we teach children to read,
can place each child with we have changed their lives
grams in Alachua County.”
he
Martin believes im- a volunteer instead of hav- forevermore,”
proved reading skills pro- ing a teacher and five stu- said. “They have acquired a
mote better behavior in dents at a table. The gift that thieves can’t steal
students overall, as they are volunteer is there to listen to and time and circumstance
less likely to be disruptive them read and to ensure can’t corrupt. Reading will
and more likely to get in- that they’re pronouncing totally change the trajectory
volved in school and after- the word correctly, that of their lives.”
they’re saying it, they’re
To reach Frank Drouzas,
school activities.
Participating children sounding it and they under- email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
are given a pretest and a stand what it means.”
No background in eduposttest once they’ve gone

throughout the South St.
Petersburg Community
Redevelopment
Area
(CRA).
This could be possible
by the bundling of existing/new incentives, business friendly zoning, tax
and building code cost reduction reforms and assembling of vacant land
development parcels to
make it attractive for the
private sector development industry to make investments and create jobs.
The reform of the city’s
residential LDR zoning
codes by the city government staff must not create a
cost burden on the building
developer and affect their
ability to produce affordable
single and multi-family
housing for existing and
new resident homebuyers.
The city must aggressively move forward to create mixed use multifamily
and
commercial/retail
neighborhood zoning codes
that will increase density
along the commercial corridors and make use of Pinellas County’s land acquisition
fund to assembly land
parcels large enough to
stimulate affordable mixed
income multifamily development.
The city must also increase the Small Business
Enterprise percentage goals

for city contract procurements within all city agencies, especially for Minority
& Women Owned Enterprises that often hire local
residents for jobs created by
city contract awards.
Increasing the disposal
income of the resident populations through job creation and new business
opportunities
can
strengthen and change the
community economic paradigm and sustainability
within the CRA neighborhoods. Attracting new retail
and commercial stores that
can provide essential goods,
services and jobs will require a mixed income population to support sales and
increase of police and security safety to protect
retail/commercial stores
from losses due to pilfering.
Coy M. LaSister
Citizen Advisory Committee, South St. Petersburg
CRA

New online application process for
Pinellas County Schools Pre-K and VPK
Pinellas County Schools is starting a new, more convenient online application
process for Prekindergarten for 3 year olds and Voluntary Prekindergarten. In
the past, parents had to visit elementary schools to apply for a seat. March
20-April 9, parents will be able to apply online for Pre-K 3 and VPK for the
2017-18 school year.
Pre-K 3 is for children who will be 3 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2017.
VPK is for children who will be 4 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2017.
Families interested in VPK will also need to apply for a Certificate of
Eligibility (voucher) from the Early Learning Coalition
at www.vpkpinellas.net.
Parents will not need a voucher for Pre-K 3.
For information about Pre-K 3, visit www.pcsb.org/prek3
or call 727-588-6000 ext. 2184. For information about
VPK, visit www.pcsb.org/vpk or call 727-588-6513.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A ‘Wise’ choice
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Deatrich Wise, Jr. does not
remember much about his
birthplace. He had no real
knowledge of the turf at
Tropicana Field or the
powdery white sands of St.
Pete Beach.
His football uniform
consisted of a cotton onesie with printed team letters and a football sewn on
it. His athletic turf was a
play pin with his new found
family that included Joshua
and Rod, all born within
weeks of each other. Sucking on pacifiers, they all
embraced the joys of life –
without responsibility.
“I don’t remember
much about living in St. Petersburg, but the stories
that I’m told and the pictures that I look at shows
that I had an enjoyable
time while I was here,”
said Deatrich. My parents
often spoke of the incredi-

ble people in St. Petersburg who were our Florida
family. There is so much
love for us in this area that
I couldn’t wait to come
back.”
As
a
youngster,
Deatrich took many trips
to football games at Tropicana Field. His father,
Deatrich Wise Sr. was a
standout defensive lineman for the Arena Football League’sTampa Bay
Storm. Wise Sr. was selected by the Seattle Seahawks in the 1988 NFL
Draft. He spent time with
the New Orleans Saints in
1989, and played for the
BC Lions from 1990 to
1991.
Wise Sr. was a member
of the Tampa Bay Storm
from 1992 to 1995, earning
First Team All-Arena honors in 1993. An injury
ended his playing career,
so he began coaching,
spending a few years with
the Storm before leaving
the area.

Deatrich was two years
old when his parents
parted for Alabama. His father began teaching there
before being called to
coach at Delaware State
University. He then became head coach of the
AFL’s Norfolk Nighthawks
and later the Dallas Desperados.
Still young, he just traveled along in the loving
arms of his mother with no
cares in the world. The important things in life at that
time were warm milk, a
clean diaper and food to
eat.
As time went on, going
to the football stadium
meant hanging out with
dad after practice, and
being chased by big football players who brought
playful joy to “Lil
Deatrich.” That was then
and this is now.
This past weekend,
Deatrich returned to his
Florida family and the turf
of Tropicana Field, where

he was once the chased in
a friendly game of tag with
big football players. Now
he is the big football player
who is a defensive end
chaser in the East–West
Shrine game.
“Man, this is some
good stuff. It’s amazing
how God has brought us
full circle. We’re right back
where it all started,” said
Wise, Sr., with his wife
Sheila nodding in agreement. “Who could have
known that a football game
would bring us all back together again? We’ve been
wanting to come back to
visit and now we are here.”
The East–West Shrine
Game is an annual postseason college football all-star
game played each January
since 1925. The game is
sponsored by the fraternal
group Shriners International, and the net proceeds are earmarked to
some of the Shrine’s charitable works, most notably
the Shriners Hospitals for

Deatrich Wise, Jr.
Children.
More than 90 players
signed with professional
teams last spring, and
more than 70 made
final NFL rosters. On average, more than 265 EastWest Shrine Game alumni
are on NFL rosters each
year. The players are selected based on their potential to make an NFL
roster.
Deatrich’s homecoming was a trip to remember.
He wore #99 for the West
team and played on the
same turf in Tropicana

Deatrich Wise Sr. and
wife, Sheila
Field where his father
once played. On that day,
junior played the starring
role. He recorded 8 total
tackles (7 unassisted), 1.5
sacks, one forced fumble,
four quarterback hurries
and was a candidate for
outstanding player honors.
The family ended the
evening at his grandmother’s house enjoying
smoked turkey, collard
greens and potato pie. For
Deatrich, this Florida return was a Wise choice!

Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority donates school uniforms to help students
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. in collaboration with The Youth Development Foundation of
Pinellas County, Inc., mobilized with other community
partners to donate school
uniforms for needy students
during the Childs Park
YMCA’s Back-To-School
Supplies Giveaway earlier
this month.
The event is held annually to help alleviate the financial burden on parents in
obtaining basic school supplies and necessities to help
their children succeed in
school. To underscore the
sorority’s national program
theme of “Launching New

Dimensions of Service,” the
service project also aimed to
address the critical issues
many families face including
lack of food, shelter and financial means.
“The start of a new year
marks a great time in the
school year to replace torn
backpacks and uniforms
and we’re happy to provide
families some relief following the holiday spending
season,” said Jenée Skipper.
Sorority members were
also joined by volunteers
from the 2017 Essence of
Ebony Pearls Debutante
Cotillion. The participants
donated decorated bookmarks and backpacks as
part of their community
service activity.

Your
Family
Vision
Center

About Alpha Kappa
Alpha
Sorority,
Inc.
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. is an international service organization comprised of
more than 290,000 members
in 1,005 graduate and undergraduate chapters abroad.
The local chapter, Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
founded in December 1955,
established the Youth Development Foundation of Pinellas County Inc., a 501(c) 3,
non-profit organization. The
mission of the foundation is to
enhance the quality of life for
targeted youth and families in
Pinellas County through programs and services.
For more information
visit www.zuochapter.org.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Our future is in good hands’
SERVICE, from front page

to keep that arc of the moral
universe bending towards
justice.”
Expressing his hope that
service becomes a way of life
in St. Pete and the country
not only on MLK Day but
every day, Kriseman said we
need
“an
engaged
citizenry and all hands on
deck” to honor the life and
legacy of Dr. King.
St. Petersburg Chief of
Police Anthony Holloway
was on hand to talk about his
Park, Walk and Talk initiative, in which the city’s officers get out of their patrol
cars to engage the citizens on
a one-on-one basis to encourage communication between
residents and police.
“When those officers get
out of those cars for one hour
they’re not to make an arrest,” the chief explained,
“they’re to get out of that car
and talk to you, to get to
know you, so we can take
this wall down one brick at a
time.”
Holloway stressed that

once the wall is down, trust,
honor and loyalty can be built
back in the community.
“We don’t want our
young people running away
from the badge, we want
them running to the badge
so we can all work on this together,” he said.
Virginia Scott, president
of the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Commemorative Committee, introduced this year’s
MLK Essay Contest winner.
Gibbs High School freshman Daniela Pepe read her
essay “Be Heard” that won
her $200 and tickets to the
MLK Leadership Breakfast
where she sat with family
members of Dr. King.
The sanctuary responded in agreement when
she said racism seems to be
a constant in this country in
forms
such
as
segregation, cultural appropriation, lack of basic human
rights and “most predominantly in this day and age, police brutality.”
Keynote speaker Jason

Charos, a senior at Gibbs
and the 2015 MLK Essay
Contest winner, is also an accomplished jazz musician
and even played a selection
on his trumpet before delivering his speech.
“I’m not an activist, not a
social justice warrior, not an
expert on current events or
social issues,” he said. “But
I’m a person who cares about
the people around me and is
committed to bringing unity
within diversity.”
He related how his forefathers were caught up in the
genocide in Smyrna, Greece
in the 1920s and were either
burned alive or fled disguised in women’s clothing,
since many of the men and
boys were being slaughtered.
“Do our hearts become
callused because injustices
have always existed?” he
asked.
As a young man standing
at the precipice of his future,
Charos said, he must consider the problems that

plague our society such as
poverty, discrimination, unfair wages, lack of opportunities along with problems in
the education, welfare and
justice systems. Dr. King, in
a letter from his Birmingham
jail, said that “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere,” Charos noted.
“He then expounded
upon this profound statement by saying that we are
caught in a ‘network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny,’” he
said. “‘Whatever affects one
directly affects all indirectly.’
This is absolutely true. We
cannot ignore issues because they do not affect us
personally. Eventually, we
will be affected personally if
nothing is done.”
Charos underscored the
importance of not remaining
silent but taking action
against the injustices of fellow human beings. What
must be done and how? he
asked. He paraphrased Dr.
King in stating that in any

Imam Abdul Q. Aziz

Jason Charos

Greg Stemm

Imam Abdul
Karim Ali

nonviolent campaign there
are four basic steps: collection of the facts to determine
whether injustices are alive,
negotiation, self-purification
and direct action.
“Facts must be represented with honesty and integrity so it can properly be
determined if an injustice has
taken place,” he said.
If
negotiation
has
failed, then self-purification
follows in preparation of direct action, he said, and if we
bypass the step of self-purification “we are at risk of failure because our hearts may
be impure.”
The aim of direct action,
he said, is to bring an oppressor back to the negotiating
table to solve an injustice and
can take many effective
forms, such as rallies, letter
writing campaigns, vigils, petitions, fasts, marches, boycotts
and
civil
disobedience—”the refusal
to obey unjust laws,” Charos
averred.
“Martin Luther King’s

Master of Ceremony
Rod Carter

Chief Anthony
Holloway

Bishop Preston
Leonard

Mikal Hanee

call to direct action would require the presenting of their
very bodies as a means of
laying their case before the
conscious of the local and the
national community,” he
said. “The social tension that
this creates is not one that is
destructive, but one that is
constructive. To draw a parallel, music is full of tension
and release. It is the tension,
though, that drives the music
forward.”
Through these four steps
it is possible to “set free the
oppressed and lock in chains
the system of injustice,” he
said.
In his closing remarks,
Imam Abdul Karim Ali, chair
of the MLK Memorial Service Committee, praised
Charos.
“We knew there was
something special in him in
2015,” he said. “And look
what we have here today!
Our future is in good hands.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Mayor Rick Kriseman

Katie Churchwell
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Thousand gather to protest political climate
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST.PETERSBURG–More
than 20,000 participants
marched downtown for social justice in the Women’s
March Saturday afternoon,
making it the largest protest
in St. Pete history.
A peaceful stream of humanity marched from Demens Landing to Bayshore
Drive and north along Beach
Drive.
The colorfully worded
slogans on posters echoed a
plethora of issues: “Can’t
hate-educate!
Climate
change is real,” “Trump:
racist and rapist,” “Make
rapists afraid again,” and
“Show up, Stand up, Speak
Out!”
Women, men and young
people marched together in
support of one another to express dissatisfaction for possible restriction of women’s
reproductive rights, stifling
immigration policies, rollback climate control initiatives and the growing
tolerance for racial division.
“We can participate fully
in the democratic process
and be active citizens without
ever having to go toward violence,” said organizer Amy
Weintraub, who initially
planned on only hundreds
showing up.
With many reasons for
participating, the one common thread was peace and
equality for everyone.

“This is the first step in
building a movement for people in the St. Petersburg area
to get involved in social justice issues at a critical time,”
Weintraub said.
Cathy McCarthy form
Washington, DC was here
on vacation and feels terrified
about the current political
state.
“Trump is a scary man.
He can do really bad things
for our country.”
“I am here marching for
women’s rights, and just
basic rights all the way
around for equality, and I’m
here representing,” said St.
Pete resident Kristin Cobb.
St. Pete’s march was one
of hundreds held around the
country that coincided with
the Women’s March on
Washington, which was
aimed at Donald Trump, especially at his statements and
positions regarded as antiwomen.
“I couldn’t. He doesn’t
represent us all. He represents the white sexist male
and we need more people
who unify and equal all of
us,” said Largo resident
Jaycee.
“I’m an immigrant, and I
have been given so many
wonderful things in this
country. I want that for other
people. I’m marching for my
soon-to-be grandson; I’m
marching for women’s equality. I’m marching for humans,
all humans,” expressed

Afsom Nenuhri of Tampa.
Not expecting as many
peaceful protestors, the police had to close some of the
streets for the sheer number
of people, such as a St. Pete
resident named Elizabeth.
“I think that it’s really important that we send a very
strong reminder to our new
president that women have
rights and reproductive
rights are important and that
education is important and
that we need to education
our society that we can break
down stereotypes.”
Mixed media artist
Haleh Pinney said she was
there because she stands for
everything that Trump opposes.
“I’m just supportive of
everything that Donald
Trump is not, and I believe in
women’s rights and I’m with
all my people.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman
assured that St. Petersburg is
a safe zone among the political turmoil happening in
America.
“If you’re worried about
what comes next in this
country, you should know St.
Petersburg is your shelter
and we have your back,” said
Mayor Rick Kriseman, who
Saturday
as
declared
Women’s Rights Day in St.
Pete. “We’re all in this together.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

Helping fathers and sons to connect
CONFERENCE, from front page

“Babies know the universal secret that you can’t be
afraid to cry out for help,”
said Woodward, who shared
that when he found someone
to look up to, it gave him
hope.
Founder of the Dream
Faith Foundation Deonte
Thompson flew in from
Texas to specifically for the
conference. He jumped at
the chance to speak to these
young men before they head
down the wrong path.
“I travel to different prisons in Texas and speak with
kids 16 and 17 years old with
life sentences, so it’s a breath
of fresh air to speak with you
before you make a decision
that may impact the rest of
your life,” said Thompson,
who grew up in the Childs
Park area.
He spoke about the
super powers that each person has inside of them:
Power of vision: Shows
us where we are headed,
provides motivation, helps
keep us moving forward,
provides focus and gives us
meaning and purpose.
Power of thought: If
you can control your mind

and thoughts, you can control your actions.
Power of positive
thinking: Think positive, be
careful what you listen to
watch and read.
Power of words: You
must have positive self-talk,
and you must build others up
with positive words.
Power of action: You
can have vision, words and
thoughts, but if there is no
action, everything is in vain.
Honorable
Judge
Michael Andrews packed
400 years of African-American history into his session.
A former history teacher, he
feels it is important to know
the struggles black people
have gone through in this
country.
Starting with the transatlantic slave trade, he informed that sharks would
follow slave ships waiting for
bodies to be dumped into the
water. Once on the shores,
the enslaved would be sold at
auction, made to toil in the
fields, women were raped
and families broken apart.
“We made it. We survived,” he said.
He went through the his-

tory of Jim Crow, lynching,
bombings, and said a lesser
people wouldn’t have survived, but now we are destroying ourselves with the
broken family.
During the late 1960s,
most black families were intact, but in the coming years
policies were put in place
where an able-bodied man
could not be in the household in order to receive government assistance, and that
eventually helped break
apart the family unit.
“Black women increasingly have to do it alone,” he
said, citing that 47 percent of
black children live in a singleparent household compared
to 12 percent of white children, and 72 percent of black
children are born out of wedlock where the number is
only 27 percent with their
white counterparts.
Dr. Christopher Warren
from the University of South
Florida tackled the one-parent household, stating that
children suffer when the father is not in their lives. He
said a woman teaches her
son how to be a man through
a woman’s perspective, and

that it is crucial for the father
to be in his daughter’s life because their relationship will
teach her unconditionally
love from a man that is not interested in her sexually.
You can watch Warren’s
session by logging onto TheWeeklyChallenger.com
Vendor tables were set
up for attendees to visit and
get information on a variety
of subjects, such as the
PITCH (Previously Incarcerated to College Hire) program at St. Petersburg
College. Program coordinators Ernest Gant and Jerick
Daniels were giving out information on the initiative
that helps at-risk young
adults get into college.
Michael Dukes from
Healthy Families was on
hand letting people know
about their services for fathers. The program helps fathers with parenting skills,
help with finding employment and through mentorship gives men the tools to
become good fathers.
Kimberly Thomas and
her daughter Ashuraye were
manning the Community
Health Centers of Pinellas

Carlos Daniels

Fran Gammage

Javontae Brinson, 15, is a student at St. Pete High
School in the hospitality and tourism program.
He came to the conference by himself because
he wanted to learn something new.
“I don’t have my father in my life so I thought
this would be a good experience for me.”
County table, informing that
the centers are a one-stop
shop for all your medical
needs. They offer primary
care physicians, pediatric
care and women’s services.

With ACCESS being on-site,
patients can receive help
with applying for insurance,
food stamps and cash assistance.
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Gulfport celebrates Dr. King
BY YOLANDA ROMAN
City of Gulfport

GULFPORT — The
City of Gulfport’s Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of
Service is the one day that
we get to showcase what
many already do all year
long. Since our first Day
of Service in 2015, we continue to grow and are getting more and more
volunteers that are making a real difference in
people’s lives.
During the opening
ceremony, I was honored
to read the following excerpt from “The Meaning
of the King Holiday”
by Coretta Scott King.
“No other day of the
year brings so many peoples from different cultural
backgrounds
together in such a vibrant
spirit of brother and sisterhood. Whether you
are African American, His-

panic or Native American,
whether you are Caucasian or Asian American, you are part of the
great dream Martin
Luther King, Jr. had for
This is not
America.
a black holiday; it is a people’s holiday.”
It was in this spirit that
residents, friends and visitors volunteered and
worked in over 20 registered MLK Day of Service community projects.
We opened our program with an invocation
by Father George Iregi, a
beautiful rendition of the
National Anthem by
Jaylissa Williams and
moving excerpts from
the “I Have A Dream”
speech were read by two
young men from the community, Jaylen McGuire
and Jeremiah Wimbley
McGuire. Mayor Sam
Henderson welcomed the
crowd along with Senator

Darryl Rouson.
I was honored to greet
our volunteers and provide the call-to-action
prior to them departing
for their respective community service projects.
These projects included
cleanups, animal services,
assistance to an elderly
disabled resident, building a playground for a
family, help at the VA
Healthcare Center, food
pantries, installation of a
community food pantry,
community garden, cemetery cleanup and much
more.
There is no doubt that
this year, like prior years,
Gulfport volunteers have
and are making a real difference. Not only do we
thank the volunteers, but
we also thank Dr. King for
planting the seed of always doing good for others.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
The ‘Power of Song’ more relevant than ever
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Most mature adults and
seasoned saints can remember exactly what they
were doing, where they
were and how their neighborhood reacted the moment news hit the
airwaves about the tragic
murder of Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
Maybe his opposition
thought he would stop
and the fire would extinguish itself, but he knew
his mission and accepted
his fate.
The “Power of Song:
Sounds of the Civil Rights
Movement” produced, directed and written by Sep-

tember Penn, artistically
epitomizes the nuances of
protest songs that evolved
out of eras of struggle and
protest. Penn acknowledged that those same
struggles still lurk in our
society today and has become more pronounced.
“I think it’s even more
relevant today given the
current racial climate,”
said Penn during an interview on stage after the
last performance at the
Palladium earlier this
month.
“The tension… it’s
bubbled forth in such a
dynamic way.”
Penn sees her production as a bridge in a time
of the growing turmoil
and ill content. The gifted
artist was commissioned

by St. Petersburg College
in 2014 to develop an original musical production
about the music of the
Civil Rights Movement.
Previously working as
a music director for the
play “Passages of Martin
Luther King,” written by
Stanford University professor Dr. Clayborne Carson, she had the unique
opportunity to travel with
him to China, Jerusalem
and the West Bank to
share King’s message of
through
non-violence
song.
As a result of this experience, Penn had a
wealth of information to
draw from to develop her
production.
However,
what helped her to develop her own voice in the

“Power of Song” was the
growing racial tension,
gun violence and edginess that enveloped the
recent presidential election.
“The blatant hate, the
blatant
racism…along
with the election process,
it seemed to stir some
feelings of various sects of
our society. So, this song,
this production, it can
speak to that.”
One look at the performers on the stage,
Penn’s strategy to use the
arts to counter the current deteriorating social
climate is clear. People of
all ages and walks of life
graced the stage in song,
dance and commentary to
spread the message of social healing.

“This production can
rally different communities to bring together different groups,” said Penn.
Her production company works with various
mentoring organizations,
churches and civic groups
in the community, and
they bring them all together in workshops,
community dialogue and
eventually audition for the
show.
“And there’s something that takes place
when you do art, when
you create art together
with different people,”
said Penn.
One part of the audition process is the “Power
of Song Contest” that
takes place in the Pinellas
County Schools. This con-

test engages students
from kindergarten to 12th
grade in an artistic competition where the top three
performers win prizes and
the opportunity to exhibit
their talent on stage.
This year’s winners
were Jordan Bolds from
Christian
Northside
School, Imani Musengwa
from James B. Sanderlin
IB and Samuel Martinez
of Gibbs High School.
Penn plans on expanding the audition process to
the entire Tampa Bay area
in 2018. Donations to The
Power of Song, Inc. can be
made by visiting www.thepowerofsong.org.
reach
Allen
To
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

starring Sherman Hemsley.
“It has been a wonderful journey,” Moore said,
looking back at his career.
Moore studied theology at Charis Bible College in Chicago and
became a minister for various churches. He came to
St. Petersburg in 2015, seeing it as an opportunity
share God’s words.
Moore
recently
showed both his gifts in
2014 when he joined a missionary group from Charis
Bible
College
to
Nicaragua, providing its
citizens clothes and food.

The group staged Moore’s
play titled “Setting the Little Man Free” about a
young man’s redemption
from alcoholism and thievery.
Moore played a Jesus
figure that saves the main
character, but instead of
the usual robed image, he
came out wearing a white
uniform. The play, Moore
said, entertained the audience, which gave a standing ovation.
“It moved them to see
this young man find freedom from alcohol… and
see that Jesus can save
many in various prob-

lems,” Moore said.
He hopes to continue
with another mystery dinner titled “Heaven is looking for Elvis,” which
involves past entertainers
such as Elvis Presley, Bing
Crosby, Jack Benny,
among other famous past
celebrities.
“We got great entertainment in store,” Moore
said.
Tickets for “Nursery
Crimes” are $60 per person. For more information
or book reservations, contact Moore at (727) 5922853 or (314) 680-4655.

Nursery rhymes and crimes
BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Humpty Dumpty, Big Bad
Wolf, Little Red Riding
Hood, Little Miss Muffet,
Goldilocks and Grandma.
What do these famous
characters have in common?
They are all the main
suspects in the murder
mystery dinner “Nursery
Crimes” taking place at the
Bonefish Grill, 5062 4th St
N, on Feb. 12 and 19.
“It’s a welcome addition for St. Pete,” said Elcardo Moore, host and
director of the production.
The plot has Humpty
Dumpty falling off the wall.
After the king’s men arrive
and put him back together,
they noticed Jack’s pail (of
Jack and Jill fame) next to
the wall. They also found
items belonging to the
Three Little Pigs and others. Also involved in the
mystery are Bobo (from
Yogi Bear) and the Three

Bears. During the investigation, details such as Red
Riding Hood’s grandma’s
relationship with the Big
Bad Wolf are brought into
light.
“The story shows another side to each character,” Moore, 61, said.
Acting in Off-Broadway
plays and even writing
some theatrical productions, Moore sees the
Whodunit as the most engaging of genres.
“It is an art that people
can interact and spurs the
curiosity… enjoying the
comedy of coming up with
the solution,” he said.
Moore said the show
will have more laughs than
thrills. He wants to invoke
the comedy of the past
from shows such as “I
Love Lucy” and comedians
such as Carol Burnett and
Tim Conway.
“Their comedy was
wholesome and had
morals that are not found
today,” he stated. “It is
something important that

needs to come back.”
In between enjoying a
four-course meal, guests
will join in on the fun by
acting in various roles assisted by local professional
actors. Moore hopes that
the playacting will bring
out the audience’s “inner
actor.”
“It lets people communicate in a fun and relaxed
way,” Moore said.
Coming from St. Louis,
Moore owned a master
photography business for
30 years. His portraits and
wedding photos became
so well-known that politicians and musicians such
as Al Green, Shirley Caesar, Bobby Womack and
Dennis Edwards of the
“Temptations” came calling.
Moore’s talents also extend to doing voiceovers
for commercials and transitional prayer recordings
for families of the deceased. He also worked as
an extra for TV shows such
as “Rerun” and “Amen”

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

W e e ncourage
L etters to the e ditor !
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘Joe Turner’s Come and Gone’
PLAY from front page

plays the role of Bertha,
believes this work has a
touch of “spirituality.”
“What we might call
the ‘magicalness’ [sic]
about it is that it speaks to
the time that we’re in, that
we encounter maybe 30 or
so years after slavery had
been abolished,” she
said. “They are traveling
from the south to the
north and they were given
freedom but not given a
plan for how they
could live free. So some of
them are seeking new
lives for themselves, seeking how to support their
families, trying to reconnect with families, and we
come to this one boarding
house that’s also a stopping place where people
are trying to put their lives

together in a new place.”
The characters in the
play are clear about how
they’re abused by the
majority.
The
white
Harold Loomis character
was snatched up by plantation owner Joe Turner’s
men and enslaved for
seven years, separated
from his family.
“So he too carries the
scar of that, carries the
anger of that. Seven years
for no reason other than
just being out on the road.
He’s a respectable man, a
deacon in his church. He
was a family man,” said
Green.
The characters are
clear about how they are
being viewed, Green said,
but they also grapple with
how they view one an-

other. She also remarked
that she shares some similarities with her character
Bertha, the matriarchal
figure of the boardinghouse.
“I think that Bertha is
a realist and she’s an optimist and I think that she is
quite observant. And I
think that she is loving, so
I would say that Fanni is
all of those things as well.”
Bertha is very good at
managing her house and
making things work. She
knows and completely understands the yearnings
of her husband, and
Green expressed that
she’s lived long enough to
have that kind of understanding as well.
Green praised the director L. Peter Callender

and the entire cast for
“gelling” to tell the story
of “Joe Turner’s Come
and Gone.” Veteran Kim
Sullivan returns to American Stage in his role as
Seth Holly, making him
the only actor to perform
in all 10 of the theater’s
productions of the Century Cycle.
Rounding out the cast
are Alexandria Crawford
(Martha Loomis Pentecost), Bianca RieveraIrons (Zonia Loomis),
Calvin M. Thompson
(Herald Loomis), Cindy
de la Cruz (Mattie Campbell),
Elijah
Dixon
(Reuben Mercer), Jemier
Jenkins (Molly Cunningham), Mujahid AbdulRashid (Bynum), Richard
B. Watson (Rutherford

Selig), Satchel Andre (Jeremy Furlow), Shelby
Ronea (Zonia Loomis) and
Tyrese Pope (Reuben
Mercer).
As for those who come
to see this last play in the
Century Cycle, Green
said: “They’re going to be
met with laughter, with a
slice of our history, with
language that is absolutely
beautiful, with spirituality,
with community. And
they’re going to be met
with the expertise and the
sensitivity and craftsmanship of Peter Callender
and all of our cast.”
Though “Joe Turner”
takes place over a century
ago, Green said it is wonderful for the American
Stage to end the Cycle
with this story during our

current time. Pointing out
that the country is adjusting to a new administration, she said it is a “time
of new beginnings” and a
time of people rethinking,
“What is America and
what should America be?”
“This play allows for us
to embrace a part of our
history that we sometimes
relegate only to the month
of February,” she said. “It
says to us that the fabric of
American history is interwoven and this is a piece
of that fabric. Let’s take a
look at it.”
For information and
show times for “Joe
Turner’s
Come
and
Gone,” call (727) 823PLAY or visit americanstage.org.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church

Church of Christ
@Pinecrest Park

Legacy Week is Feb. 2-10
www.legacyweek.org

301 38th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-289-5025
Bro. Antonio Seay,
Senior Minister www.pinecrestparkcoc.org

11 A.M. Sunday
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

www.faithchsp.com • 727-337-9850

@FaithCHSP on Twitter
Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook

Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Sunday Morning Early Worship @ 8:15 AM
Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Second Worship @ 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM
Monday Men & Ladies Bible Class @ 7:00 PM
Tuesday New Converts Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Class all ages @ 7:00 PM

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Your
church
ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeekly
challenger.com

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2017

11

CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Your church ad
could be here
contact: www.TheWeeklychallenger.com

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for January 2017
Jan 25-27 - Congress No.
2–Host Church: St. John Missionary Baptist Church, 3200
5th Ave S., St. Petersburg,
FL 33712 (Rev. Norris Martin, Pastor)
Jan 25 - Refreshments: 67 p.m.

Instructional Period: 78:15 p.m.
Jan 26 - Refreshments: 67 p.m. Instructional Period:
7-8:15 p.m.
Jan 27 - No Refreshments
Instructional Period: 7-8:15
p.m.
Dinner & Business Meeting 8:05 p.m.
Jan 29 - Mission Emphasis and Operation Love
(Church Visitation to Sick
and Shut-in Members)
Coming Events for February 2017
Feb 10-11 - South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association-Rev. Brian K. Brown,
Moderator.
Mid-Winter
Board Session hosted by St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church.
Feb 10 - Evening Worship
Feb 11 - Business Meeting: 9 a.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to

come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Multiple Streams of Income
God is abundance. God manifests abundance in various ways and
through different people. As we
open our hearts and minds to multiple streams of income, we experience the flow of prosperity
individually and collectively.
Many of us limit God’s abundance because we only look for it
through one resource, namely our
checks or direct deposits from our
jobs, our social security or our retirement incomes. God is the
Source from which all our blessings
flow. Everything and everyone else
is only a resource. When one door
closes, a better door opens. When
one channel closes, God opens a
wider stream.
Not only do we limit God individually but many of our churches limit

God. We see “tithes and offerings”
as the only stream of income to support God’s work. In addition to
fundraisers (car washes, fish fries
and rummage sales), there are
other resources that are available to
non-profits such as grants and corporate sponsorships.
In order to receive these funds,
we must be open to it and we must
have our business in order. “Let all
things be done decently and in
order (I Corinthians 14:40).” We
must stop saying that we are on a
“fixed income” or a “limited
budget.” The only fixed income is
the one that we fix in our minds.
The only limited budget is the limits
that we place in our consciousness.
I receive abundance in whatever
form it manifests.

Friendship MBC
THIS IS YOUR INVITATION
TO
THE
CHURCH WHERE WE
KNOW “IT'S JUST NICE
TO BE NICE” - COME TO
THE SHIP AND SEE FOR
YOURSELF - Need a place
to call home, we're not perfect, all of us have sinned
and fallen short, you can
come here just as you are,
seeking a Word from the
Lord, great Teaching
(Wednesday In The Word,
Noon Day and at 7 pm,
Also Youth Enrichment,
alittle something full of
Fun and Spiritual designed
just for the children and
Preaching is what you desire, well, look no further...The
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist
Church, which is often referred to as “THE SHIP”,
will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services at
7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday Church School at 9:30
am. Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Pastor and the Official
Board stand ready to WELCOME YOU.
January at the Ship

Post Annual Church
Call Meeting, Fri., Jan. 27
at 7 p.m.
Fifth Sunday Schedule
Jan. 29 - 8 am – Church
School – 8:45 am – Worship Service and Installation of Officers
West Coast Baptist District Association – MidWinter Board Meeting,
Jan. 28, at 10 am, held in
Lakeland, at the Marriott
Courtyard, 3725 Harden
Blvd, Lakeland, Florida
32803
TRIBE OF SIMEON
(FEBRUARY) PLEASE
SEE YOUR CAPTAINS
DEA. ARTHUR REESE
AND
SIS.
LELA
NEWKIRK AS YOU ARE
PREPARING FOR FEBRUARY WEDNESDAY
NIGHT LIVE FELLOWSHIP.
TRIBE
OF
GAD
(MARCH)
ALL
OF
THOSE
FRIENDSHIP
MEMBERS WHO ARE
BORN IN THE MONTH
OF MARCH ARE ASK TO
SEE
SIS.
CYNTHIA
PIERCE, TRIBE CAP-

TAIN, SHE NEEDS TO
UPDATE HER LIST.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional information on any
of the announcements,
please contact us by the
following methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - EM
a
i
l
:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 – MONDAY –
FRI. FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.
"REMEMBER AND
PRAY FOR OUR MEN
AND WOMEN IN UNIFORM AS WELL AS OUR
VETERANS THIS NEW
YEARS"

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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